Primary cardiac neoplasms are considered to be rare in all domestic animals and in man [l-61. Clinical signs in man are lacking or are nonspecific [l]. Little is known about clinical signs of cardiac neoplasia in animals. This report describes a primary pericardial mesothelioma in an aged Quarterhorse mare.
when the peritoneum or pleura had a mesothelioma. Although the main effect of the neoplasm seems to be irritation, mesotheliomas can metastasize via lymphatics or blood and are frequently spread by implantation. Mesotheliomas must be differentiated from granulomatous disease of serous surfaces; metastatic carcinoma of the peritoneum or pleura can imitate mesotheliomas closely in gross and microscopic appearance. The common carcinomatous metastases are derived from primary neoplasms of ovary, pancreas, stomach, intestine or lungs. Clinical examination combined with careful postmortem examination usually reveals the primary source of metastatic carcinoma.
